
� enjoy the magnificent Luberon Natural Park  � stay in beautiful villages 
� cycle through valleys & foothills  � benevolent Proven•al climate

The Luberon is quintessential Provence,

where below the woodland and

limestone cliffs of the massif lies a sunny

plain whose undulations are crowned by

ancient villages of honey-coloured houses

that cluster around crumbling châteaux

and shaded squares. Our route here takes in the very best

of the enchanting landscapes so beautifully captured in

Pagnol•s Jean de Floretteand Manon des Sources.

ARRIVALat the welcoming Bastide St Georges set just outside the
hilltop market town of Forcalquier.

DAY 1: THE CHAPEL TRAIL(40km)Explore the winding streets of
Forcalquier with its pretty squares and delightful shops (Monday is market
day) before heading west through undulating countryside to the fascinating
village of St Michel l•Observatoire. From here, you pass a number of ancient
chapels on your way through hilly terrain to the romantic 12th-century ruins
of the priory at Carluc, which makes a wonderful picnic spot. You stay at the
Hotel Lou Caleu, where you can relax by the pool or cycle on to the hill-top
village of St- Martin-de-Castillon nearby.

DAY 2: THE OCHRE CLIFFS OF ROUSSILLON(25km)
An undulating route takes you to the bright and welcoming Les Sables
d•Ocre, just outside Roussillon. Perched precariously above cliffs,
Roussillon•s buildings radiate all the different shades of the 17 ochre
tints once quarried here. Enjoy a stroll along the striking •ochre pathway•
and enjoy a meal of regional cuisine at a local restaurant for each of
your two nights here.

DAY 3: CIRCUIT TO GLORIOUS GORDES(up to 35km) 
Today•s circuit takes you to the popular hill-top village of Gordes. Wander
through its steep cobbled streets and choose whether to extend your
route to the secluded Sénanque Abbey, built from warm golden stone
and beautifully set among lavender fields and oak groves.

DAY 4: CLASSIC HILL-TOP VILLAGES(up to 45km)
Today•s route can be shortened if you wish, but we recommend an early
start to take in all the quintessentially Provençal sights. First, head to the
exquisite, boat-shaped village of Ménerbes, perhaps stopping to visit the
truffle and wine museum or the unusual corkscrew museum. Continue to
the St-Hilaire Abbey, with its fine 17th-century cloisters and exquisite
Renaissance stairway, before passing below the imposing château of Lacoste
on the way to beautiful Bonnieux. The final, winding stretch takes you
through Buoux and the Aiguebrun Gorge before a short climb to Saignon
which is rewarded by wonderful views. Your hotel is the highly-praised
Auberge du Presbytère in the charming square next to an old stone fountain.

DAY 5: ALONG THE VALLEY TO REILLANNE(24km) A
relatively leisurely day takes you to Reillanne, where you can relax in the
garden of the much-praised auberge, converted from a beautiful
fortified manor house.

DAY 6: RETURN TO FORCALQUIER(30km) Your final ride takes
you through the Largue Valley past
the ancient priory at Notre Dame
de Salagon, before bringing you
back to Forcalquier, where you
enjoy a final celebratory dinner at
the Bastide St Georges.
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Luberon Valleys & Villages

12 Apr-23 May 718 948 762 207
24 May-13 Jun 734 964 778 215
14-27 Jun; 1-30 Sep 750 982 795 223
28 Jun-31 Aug 775 998 820 247
1-20 Oct 698 934 748 203
3rd+ person saving 55 80 100

10 nights (add per person)

12 Apr-23 May; 1-20 Oct 235 235 235 83
24 May-27 Jun; 1-30 Sep 244 244 244 94
28 Jun-31 Aug 258 258 258 104

Extra nights (per person per night): Bonnieux £52 all dates; Reillanne £72 all dates;
Roussillon £61-£66; Saignon £94 all dates; St-Martin-de-Castillon £78 all dates.
*Connecting travel: return rail/taxi from Aix (out 1h/home 1h30 pay locally for airport bus
Marseille-Aix 0h30) £56pp.

Bonnieux

GRADE 2CYCLE
(LUGGAGE TRANSPORTED)

Cycle By Self- Single
7 nights: 12 April-20 October Price* Rail Drive Room

All prices per person based on 2 people in a double room 

For a more in-depth discovery of
this scenic corner of France,
choose our 10-night version of this
holiday. Covering a similar overall
distance, this allows for an
overnight stay in beautiful
Bonnieux, as well as an additional
night at Monique BalmandÕs
atmospheric Auberge de Reillanne
to break your outward journey.

E X T E N D  YO U R  S TAY

GRADE 2Days of moderate length
TERRAINRolling countryside & hilltop villages
CLIMATEHot summer; warm spring & autumn
MEALS Breakfast & dinner every day

NIGHTS: 7
1st NIGHT: Forcalquier (3� )
DAY 1: 40km to St-Martin-de-Castillon (2� )
DAY 2: 25km to Roussillon (2� )
DAY 3: 30 or 35km from Roussillon (2� ) 
DAY 4: 25 or 45km to Saignon (2� )
DAY 5: 24km to Reillanne (2� )
DAY 6: 30km to Forcalquier (3� )
START:Any day

By rail includes: Eurostar/TGV/regional rail via Lille &
Marseille Mon-Fri (out dep St Pancras 0853/home dep
Manosque 1101); call for Sat & Sun details
Self-drive includes: P&O Ferries Dover-Calais
Recommended destination airport: Marseille
Latest flight arrival time: 1530
Earliest flight departure time: 1500

FOR PRICING DETAILS SEE PAGES 90-99

H O L I DAY  I N F O R M AT I O N


